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Disposition of Claims 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20051031 



Application/Control Number: 09/705,496 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2644 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of Species II with traverse in the reply 
received on 8/5/05 is acknowledged. 

Claims 1-6 and 12-26 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b)., as being drawn to a nonelected species, 
there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely 
traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed on 
8/5/05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9-11, 27, 33, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimatani (USPN 4 999745) in view of 
Wright (USPN 3183463). 

Shimatani discloses a power transformer mounting for an 
audiovisual amplifier device. 

Specifically regarding Claim 9, Shimatani discloses: 

An acoustic device (amplifier, col. 1, lines 9-14) comprising 

a housing (comprising main chassis 10 and bonnet 30); 
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a circuit element (21) mounted in said housing (10,30) (21 
protrudes through 12 above chassis 10, is thus x in' housing, col. 1, 
lines 52-57) 

wherein said circuit element is a transformer (21) (col. 2, lines 
48-51); 

an attachment member (comprising chassis 20, coils 23, screws 24; 
col. 2, lines 37-56); 

The illustration of Figure 1 suggests that an element, such as 
the transformer core- and wire components, are mounted inside an 
external box or casing, collectively designated as circuit element 
"21". However, such external box or casing is not clearly denoted in 
the description, even though such a general construction of a circuit 
element is commonly known in the art. 

Thus, for the purposes of clarity, the reference of Shimatani is 
not considered to clearly teach: 

a case on said circuit element; 

said attachment member attaching a bottom of said case to said 

housing 

Wright discloses a low level sound electrical transformer. 

Specifically regarding Claim 9, Wright in view of the teachings 
of Shimatani, at least suggests: 

a case on said circuit element (12, col. 2, lines 10-15); 

said attachment member attaching a bottom of said case to said 
housing (screws at bottom of 21, col. 48-51 in Shimatani in view of 
case 12 construction of Wright) 
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To one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to apply the construction principles 
of the transformer of Wright to the transformer element (21) of 
Shimatani. The motivation behind such a modification would have been 
that such an amplifier construction would have been able to withstand 
high shock levels, as well as exhibit both low air-borne and 
structure-borne sound emission levels. 

Regarding Claim 10, Wright particularly teaches: 

- said transformer is a toroidal transformer (col. 2, lines 20-27 
and 48-50) . 

Regarding Claim 11, Wright particularly teaches: 

wherein said transformer (14) includes at least one winding (16) 
in said case (col. 2, lines 3-5); 

a filler (20) in said case (12) (col. 1, line 70-col. 2, line 2); 

said filler occupying an interior of said case about said at 
least one winding and securing and supporting said at least one 
winding in said case (col. 3, lines 17-35). 

Regarding Claim 27, Shimatani particularly teaches: 

the transformer (21) is attached to the acoustic device via an 
elastic member (23) to absorb vibration from the transformer (col. 2, 
lines 52-56) and 

said elastic member (23) has an elasticity appropriate to a 
weight of the transformer (elasticity of suspension coils such that 
siibchassis 20 with transformer 21 may rest on same plane as housing 
(10,30), Figure 2, col. 2, lines 62-68; allowing for such resting on 
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the same plane thus implies that the elasticity of coils 23 is 
x appropriate' for such a function) . 

Regarding Claim 33, Shimatani particularly teaches:. 

a cover (19) covering a top of said case (of 21, per 12 of 
Wright) (Figures 1 and 2, col. 2, lines 48-51). 

Regarding Claim 35, Shimatani particularly teaches: 

wherein said attachment member includes a resilient element (23) 
for resiliently attaching said bottom of said case (21 per 12 of 
Wright) to said housing (10,30), whereby vibration from said 
transformer is isolated from a remainder of said acoustic device (col. 
1, lines 35-48; col. 2, lines 52-56; col. 3, lines 34-44). 

3. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shimatani in view of Wright as applied above, and in 
further view of Worchester (USPN 3368150) . 

As detailed above, Shimatani discloses a transformer mounting 
system, wherein in the final construction, the transformer is covered 
with a shield case. Wright discloses a particular transformer 
construction for reducing air-borne and structure-borne sound 
transmission. 

Shimatani also discloses other circuit elements, which reads on 
"at least one other circuit element" (col. 2, lines 30-32). The 
connection between the elements on chassis (20) and the elements on 
circuit board 14 is implicit, as the transformer (21) is the power 
transformer and implicitly supplies the operating voltage and current 
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for the rest of the system, including said elements on said circuit 
board (14) . 

However, Shimatani in view of the teachings of Wright do not 
clearly teach or suggest: 

an opening disposed on said cover (case 19 of Shimatani) and 
through which at least one wire passes for interconnection of the 
circuit elements . 

Worchester discloses a shield casing for transformers and other 
elements in an audio device. 

Specifically regarding Claim .34, Worchester, in view of the 
teachings of Shimatani and Wright, at least suggests: 

an opening (end of channel 21, Figure 1) disposed on said cover 
(21 in view of case 19 of Shimatani) and through which at least one 
wire (31) passes for interconnection of the circuit elements (col. 13- 
32) 

To one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to implement openings in the shield 
case of Shimatani in view of Wright, according the principles of the 
openings in the system of Worchester'. The motivation behind such a 
modification would have been that such openings would have enabled the 
interconnection of signals and operating voltage from the components 
inside the shield case to be supplied to other components- on the 
circuit board outside the shield, as is disclosed in the system of 
Worchester. 
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Conclusion 

4 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Blyth (USPN 3134467) discloses a transformer mounting clip and 
assembly. 

Lo (GB 2258953 A) also discloses a transformer shield comprising 
openings for electrical interconnection of the transformer to other 
elements . 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground (s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION 
IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).' 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is 
set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In 
the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Andrew Graham 
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whose telephone number is 571-272-7517. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday- Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http : //pair- 
direct . uspto . gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free) . 
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October 31, 2005 



v VIVIAN CHIN 
Sl'^\^0RV PATENT EXAMINER 

^Chi^LOoV CENTER 2600 



